Getting a signal when coax is plugged into SuperSID but not connected to antenna.


If the coax cable is long enough, it might work like a small antenna.


You can improve the signal further by shorten the coax cable and/or increase the antenna size.

Making a loop antenna with the wires laying in a channel


As long as the wire loop is tidy wrapped inside; the loops' circumference are about the same, it should be just fine.
Sometimes, rain/drew/humidity might trap some water, forming a water loop in parallel with the antenna.

How close can I be to a station and still get a good signal

When SID is too close to the station, it might pick up the signal from the direct path, rather than the reflection from the ionosphere. The daily plot won't show the typical patterns: dawn, burst, day-time, night-time.

It depends on the elevation of the station and SID, ~100 miles a way would be safe.

Can you fix the antenna directly on the wall of the house (eg.  10x12m in a rectangular fashion?

Yes, you can put the antenna on the inside or outside of a wall. The  SID Manual has a variety of antennas users have built. Tim Huynh at Stanford built an antenna that was horizontal to the ground. You will have to check the signal you are receiving to determine the best location for the antenna.

	 

 

ps: Here is a little (free) program that I run to take snapshots of my screen/or parts of it. Its an old program, I have it on XP and Vista and works great, don't like the newer versions, not as easy. Unzip and run, if you use minimize it will stay in task tray. Hit print screen button and it pops up, select icon with two squares and enclose what you want to capture. You can print or save the file. Good for when you only want to print what you want. Once you become familiar with it, "you won't leave home without it"...

 


